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1812.3 Ancient Irish Exactions.— Dialogue, S(c. 95 



h.ini) and put him to death as a dan- 
geri'U* person. Tliey accused him 
oil [ireterice of bitisphemv, but the 
jrue cause of their clamour was, lest 
the people should believe hira, and 
the Romans should come and take 
away their name and nation. Hence, 
when their zealous pruelty was strip- 
ped of its guise, It appeared^ that 
their fears were for ibeir own cause, 
and not the cause of God. They 
likewise boastt d among themselves, 
that none of the rulers had believed 
him; and the reason they would 
not, was, because no ruler would 
sacrifice his own private cause to 
thp common cause of God among 
mankuid; therefore, the publicans 
and harlots were nearer the kingdom 
than they were, ai)d ^^ ent in before 
them." 

" This," said I, " could not be so 
mucti wondered at in that age of ig< 
Dorance and bigotry ; bi^t in this 
enlightened age, when the clouds' 
of superstition are daily vanishing, 
and men ar^ releasing themselves 
from the yoke of tyraiiny, and as- 
setting their native rights, ,if an elo- 
queut person were comnlissioned by 
thee to preach the precepts of wis- 
dom ; they would, nO doubt, gain 
converts." To this be answered 
with a smile, " Thy faith is great 
in the present enlightened age. But 
the Pharisees were as enlightened 
in their own eyes as the present 
generation : and laid the same ac- 
cusation of ignorance and blindness 
against their fathers", for spilhng the 
blood of the prophets, that we do 
against them for spilling the blood of 
Christ. But as custom makes a con- 
siderable impression on the human 
mind, it may be, that the magis- 
tracy and clergy might bear an at 
tack with a tolerable degree of pa- 
tience J but as landlords, usurers, and 
speculators, have not snioe tlie days 
of the prophets been generally sut^* 



peeled for oppression, we may be 
assured, that to interfere with them 
would be as bad as to touch a nest of 
hornets." 

To the Proprietors of the Beifait Mas^mOt 



GENTLEMEN, 

HAVING lately had the pleasure 
of looking through a large col- 
lection of valuable manuscripts, 
which treat in many parts of Irish 
manners, and customs, particularly 
during the. reign of Queen £li'zabeth ; 
I found mention of several Irish exac- 
tions, of which I had not before heard* 
nor do I yet know their meaning, 
nor hovv they were cpllected. Their 
names are Brey'ne-Balafs- Erick, Logh- 
Xa'oie, and Logh- Ysmpies ; a|l were 
in 15S0, collected m the cqiinty of 
Antrim, and abolished by proclama- 
tion of the Lord Deputy, a few 
years afterwards. Perhaps some of 
your antiquarian correspondents, on 
your inserting this article, would 
furnish me with some particulars 
relative to their names, how they 
were collected, and why ? 

J.S, 
Knockmor, June Mth, 1812. 



For the Belfast Monthti/ Magazme. 

DIALUCUB, ON SIGNING THE PRSTES- 
TANT PETITION. 

(Continued from Vol. 8, page 45 1 .) 

NED. Neighbour Pat, I have 
purchased the Magaaine, and 
am surprised to see the names of 
my intimate acquaintances there. I 
would not have thought it .strange 
to have seen T., H., ami P.'s names, 
who have little or no reiigion; but 
teachers of the flock, and others who 
proi'e.ss to' fear, love, and serve Qod, 
mingling with the worshippers of 



